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8) A computer\eadable storage medium as defined in claim 7, wherein the third program 
component causes the computer to display to the user on the screen the computed price 
for the shipment\f the goods. 

9) A computer readablastorage medium as defined in claim 7, wherein the third program 
component causes g^eration of an e-mail containing information indicative of the 
computed price for the shipment of the goods. 

10) A computer readable storMe meSkim as defined in claim 7, wherein the information 
about the rail transportation^ sergice\ncludes information specifying an origin of the 
shipment. 

11) A computer readable storage nreSram as defined in claim 7, wherein the information 
about the rail transportation service includes information specifying a destination of the 
shipment. 

12) A computer readable storage mediuiAas defined in claim 7, wherein the first information 
includes a series of routes among which the user can select at least one route, the entry at 
the computer of information about the mil transportation service by the user including the 
user selecting a route in the series of routips. 

13) A computer readable storage medium as defined in claim 7, wherein said second program 
component causes the computer to delivem second information to the user to prompt the 
user to enter at the computer the one orlmore filtering criteria, said second program 
component using the one or more filtering Criteria entered by the user to filter the basic 
pool of railcars. 



14) A computer readable storage medium as defined in claim 13, wherein the one or more 
filtering criteria includes information about ownership of the rail cars to be used for the 
shipment of the goods. 
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15) A computer readable storage medium as defined in claim 14, wherein the information 
about ownersn^p of the rail cars to be used for the shipment of the goods includes 
information ideilfcifying the party that owns the one or more rail cars to be used for the 
shipment of the gobds. 

16) A computer readable\storage medium as defined in claim 13, wherein the one or more 
filtering criteria included information about the type of goods to be shipped. 

17) A computer readable storage^nedium as defined in claim 16, wherein the information 
about the type of goods is^selecrad from the set consisting of information indicative of 
liquids, solids, logs,Wanulir, grajn type, commodity type, explosives, and hazardous 
materials. 

18) A computer readable storag^a lbdig im as defined in claim 13, wherein the one or more 
filtering criteria includes information about the type of rail car to use for the shipment of 
the goods. 

19) A computer readable storage mediuV as defined in claim 18, wherein information about 
the type of rail is selected from the%et consisting of information indicative of flat bed, 
tanker, central beam for logs, gram car, railcar for hazardous materials, gondola, 
refrigerated, hopper, box car, covered nppper. 



20) A computer readable storage medium asraefined in claim 7, wherein said second program 
element is operative to extract from a us<Sr profile file one or more of the filtering criteria 
and use the extracted one or more filteringicriteria to produce the filtered pool of rail cars. 

21) A computer readable storage medium as defined in claim 20, wherein the one or more 
filtering criteria extracted from the user prcsfile file includes information about ownership 
of the rail cars to be used for the shipment o| the goods. 



22) A computer readable storage medium as defined in claim 21, wherein the information 
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about ownership of the rail cars to be used for the shipment of the goods includes 
information identifying the party that owns the one or more rail cars to be used for the 
shipment of the goads. 

23) A computer readable ^storage medium as defined in claim 20, wherein the one or more 
filtering criteria extracted from the user profile file includes information about the type of 
goods to be shipped. 

24) A computer readable storage iridium as defined in claim 23, wherein the information 
about the type of gi>ods istBelecteef from the set consisting of information indicative of 
liquids, solids, logs\ granul^-jf^ain type, commodity type, explosives, and hazardous 
materials. 

25) A computer readable storage liSpEium as defined in claim 20, wherein the one or more 
filtering criteria extracted from tne user profile file includes information about the type of 
rail car to use for the shipment of |e goods. 

26) A computer readable storage medium as defined in claim 18, wherein information about 
the type of rail is selected from thelset consisting of information indicative of flat bed, 
tanker, central beam for logs, gram car, railcar for hazardous materials, gondola, 
refrigerated, hopper, box car, covered Hopper. 

27) A computer readable storage medium asftdefined in claim 7, wherein the CPU resides on a 
server machine and the computer is a client machine in a network arrangement with the 
server machine. 

28) A computer readable storage medium as |efined in claim 7, wherein the CPU resides in 
the computer. 



29) A computer readable storage medium as dlfined in claim 27, wherein the first program 
component generates control messages to t|e client machine to cause the client machine 
to display the first information to the user. 1 
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30) A computer readzrale storage medium as defined in claim 29, wherein the control 
messages are HTTP messages and the client machine displays the first information to the 
user through a browser 



3 1) A method for computing 

a) causing a computer 
prompting the user 
service for shipment of g< 

b) receiving informa^on abd 
railcars based on ou& or mo 



c) causing the compter 
information promptii 
the filtered pool of railcar? 

d) computing a price for the 



price for shipping goods, comprising: 

deliver first information to a user, the first information 
at the computer information about a rail transportation 
or more railcars; 

pool of railcars and filtering the basic pool of 
criteria to produce a filtered pool of railcars; 
leliver Isecond information to the user, the second 
select at the computer one or more railcars among 
lipment of goods; 

5f the goods at least in part on the basis of: 



to^ 



i) the rail transportation service; 

ii) one or more characteristics <|f the railcars in the filtered pool of railcars selected 
by the user. 



32) A method as defined in claim 31, wnbrein the delivering of the first information to the 
user is done by displaying information ©n a screen. 

33) A method as defined in claim 32, wherein the user provides the information about the rail 
transportation service through an input device selected in the group consisting of 
keyboard, pointing device, touch sensitiveasurface and speech recognition unit. 

34) A method as defined in claim 33, including causing the computer to display to the user on 
the screen the price for the shipment of the 'goods. 



35) A method as defined in claim 33, including causing generation of an e-mail containing 
information indicative of the computed pric^for the shipment of the goods. 
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36) A method\s defined in claim 33, wherein the information about the rail transportation 
service includes information specifying an origin of the shipment. 

37) A method as defined in claim 33, wherein the information about the rail transportation 
service includes information specifying a destination of the shipment. 

38) A method as defin^l inxlaim 33, wherein the first information includes a series of routes 
among which the vraer c^k select at least one route, the entry at the computer of 
information about thdG&il tgans-gortation service by the user including the user selecting a 
route in the series of roraes 

39) A method as defined inl&kiinS 33, including causing the computer to deliver second 
information to the user tolbrompt the user to enter at the computer the one or more 
filtering criteria for use by th^filtering. 

40) A method as defined in claim!39, wherein the one or more filtering criteria includes 
information about ownership of me rail cars to be used for the shipment of the goods. 

41) A method as defined in claim 40, wherein the information about ownership of the rail cars 
to be used for the shipment of the goods includes information identifying the party that 
owns the one or more rail cars to be tased for the shipment of the goods. 

42) A method as defined in claim 39, wherein the one or more filtering criteria includes 
information about the type of goods to ©e shipped. 

43) A method as defined in claim 42, wherein the information about the type of goods is 
selected from the set consisting of information indicative of liquids, solids, logs, granular, 
grain type, commodity type, explosives, and hazardous materials. 

44) A method as defined in claim 39, wherein the one or more filtering criteria includes 
information about the type of rail car to us| for the shipment of the goods. 
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45) A method as defined in claim 44, wherein information about the type of rail is selected 
from the set consisting of information indicative of flat bed, tanker, central beam for logs, 
grain car, railcar i^r hazardous materials, gondola, refrigerated, hopper, box car, covered 
hopper. 

46) A method as defined m claim 33, including extracting from a user profile file one or more 
of the filtering criteria *£nd use the extracted one or more filtering criteria for the filtering. 

47) A method as defined in claim 46, wherein the one or more filtering criteria extracted from 
the user profile file includes information about ownership of the rail cars to be used for 
the shipment of the goods. 

48) A method as defined in claim %7, wherein the information about ownership of the rail cars 
to be used for the shipment oiathe goods includes information identifying the party that 
owns the one or more rail cars to be used for the shipment of the goods. 

49) A method as defined in claim 46,Wvherein the one or more filtering criteria extracted from 
the user profile file includes information about the type of goods to be shipped. 

50) A method as defined in claim 49,\\wherein the information about the type of goods is 
selected from the set consisting of information indicative of liquids, solids, logs, granular, 
grain type, commodity type, explosives, and hazardous materials. 

51) A method as defined in claim 46, wherein the one or more filtering criteria extracted from 
the user profile file includes information about the type of rail car to use for the shipment 
of the goods. 

52) A method as defined in claim 31, wherein information about the type of rail is selected 
from the set consisting of information iniaicative of flat bed, tanker, central beam for logs, 
grain car, railcar for hazardous materials| gondola, refrigerated, hopper, box car, covered 
hopper. 
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53) A methcjjd for requesting a quote for a price for shipping goods by rail, comprising: 

a) displzroing information at a client system prompting a user to enter at the client system 
information about a rail transportation service for shipment of goods by one or more 
railcars;^ 

b) displaying information at the client system prompting the user to enter at the client 
system onetar more filtering criteria; 

c) sending to a server system the information about the rail transportation service for 
shipment of goods by one or more railcars; 

d) sending to theraerver system the one or more filtering criteria; 

e) receiving at theMient system from the server system information about a filtered pool 
of rail cars proakced by filtering a basic pool of rail cars on the basis of the one or 
more filtering criteria; 

f) displaying at the otoent system information to the user prompting the user to select at 
the client system ohe or more rail cars among the filtered pool of railcars for the 
shipment of the goocrcs; 

g) sending to the server\system the information about the one or more rail cars selected 
by the user for the shipment of the goods; 

h) receiving at the client system from the server system information about the price for 
the shipment of the goo|ls; 

i) displaying to the user at the client system the information about the price for the 
shipment of the goods. U 

54) A method as defined in claim 53, wherein the information about the rail transportation 
service includes information specifying an origin of the shipment. 

55) A method as defined in claim|54, wherein the information about the rail transportation 
service includes information specifying a destination of the shipment. 

56) A method as defined in claim 5 j| wherein the information prompting a user to enter at the 
client system information about la rail transportation service for shipment of goods by one 
or more railcars includes a series of routes among which the user can select at least one 
route, the entry at the client system of information about the rail transportation service by 



8 




10/060,402 PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 1 3899 

the user imtluding the user selecting a route in the series of routes. 

57) A method m defined in claim 53, wherein the one or more filtering criteria includes 
information afcout ownership of the rail cars to be used for the shipment of the goods. 

58) A method as denned in claim 57, wherein the information about ownership of the rail cars 
to be used for tnk shipment of the goods includes information identifying the party that 
owns the one or mWe rail cars to be used for the shipment of the goods. 

59) A method as defined in claim 53, wherein the one or more filtering criteria includes 
information about thettype of goods to be shipped. 

60) A method as defined im claim 59, wherein the information about the type of goods is 
selected from the set consisting of information indicative of liquids, solids, logs, granular, 
grain type, commodity typfc explosives, and hazardous materials. 

61) A method as defined in claim 53, wherein the one or more filtering criteria includes 
information about the type ofirail car to use for the shipment of the goods. 

62) A method as defined in claimu61, wherein information about the type of rail is selected 
from the set consisting of information indicative of flat bed, tanker, central beam for logs, 
grain car, railcar for hazardous materials, gondola, refrigerated, hopper, box car, covered 
hopper. 1 

63) A method as defined in claim |>3, wherein the client system and the server system 
communicate via the Internet. U 

64) A server system for computing a quote for a price for shipping goods by rail, said server 
system containing a program elenient for execution by a CPU, said program element 
comprising: | 

a) a first program component for causing a client system to deliver first information to a 
user, the first information prompmng the user to enter at the client system information 
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about a raH transportation service for shipment of goods by one or more railcars; 

b) a second program component for receiving information about a basic pool of railcars, 
said secondlbrogram component implementing a filter for filtering the basic pool of 
railcars basedk on one or more filtering criteria to produce a filtered pool of railcars, 
said second ©rogram component causing the client system to deliver second 
information tolthe user, the second information prompting the user to select at the 
client system o^p or more railcars among the filtered pool of railcars for the shipment 
of goods; 

c) a third program element for computing a price for the shipment of the goods at least in 
part on the basis om: 

i) the rail transportation service; 

ii) one or more characteristics of the railcars in the filtered pool of railcars selected 
by the user. 

65) A server system as defined in claim 64, wherein said third program component causes the 
client system to display totthe user the price for the shipment of the goods. 

66) A server system as definedmn claim 64, wherein the user provides the information about 
the rail transportation servile at the client system through an input device selected in the 
group consisting of keyboard, pointing device, touch sensitive surface and speech 
recognition unit. 

67) A client-server system for c|mputing a quote for a price for shipping goods by rail, 
comprising: 

a) a client system; 

b) a server system, said cliefit system and said server system operative to exchange 
messages over a data netwogk; 

c) a first program component |pr execution on said server system for sending messages 
to said client system causing said client system to deliver information prompting the 
user to enter at the client swem information about a rail transportation service for 
shipment of goods by one or more railcars; 

d) a second program component for execution on said server system for receiving 
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information Vbout a basic pool of railcars, said second program component 
implementingla filter for filtering the basic pool of railcars based on one or more 
filtering criteria to produce a filtered pool of railcars, said second program component 
sending messages to said client system causing said client system to deliver 
information to tie user prompting the user to select at said client system one or more 
railcars among tire filtered pool of railcars for the shipment of goods; 

e) said client system being operative to send to said server system messages to 
communicate to said server the information about the rail transportation service 
entered by the useaand the one or more rail cars selected by the user; 

f) a third program element executed at said server system for computing a price for the 
shipment of the goons at least in part on the basis of: 

i) the rail transportation service; 

ii) one or more characteristics of the railcars in the filtered pool of railcars selected 
by the user. 

68) A client-server system as defined in claim 67, said third program component sends 
messages to said client system for causing said client system to display to the user the 
price for the shipment of tWp goods computed by said second program element. 

69) A client-server system as dlfined in claim 68, wherein the data network is the Internet. 
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